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‘Move Ahead’ transportation package 
great for Seattle, not so much for 
Eastern Washington

Senate Bills 5974 and 5975 are related to the 
majority party’s Move Ahead Washington transportation 
package. Both bills passed the House despite a lengthy 
floor debate. The 16-year, $17 billion transportation 
package stirred up quite a bit of controversy because it 
initially contained a six-cent-per-gallon tax on 
exported fuel.

With growing pressure from our neighboring states, 
the majority party passed an amendment that removed 
that proposal. Unfortunately, they replaced it with a 
transfer from the state’s Public Works Assistance Account.

This account provides low- and no-interest loans 
to cities and counties to pay for infrastructure vital to 
public health and safety. It helps fund local projects 
such as water, sewer, and broadband, so communities 
can build housing and create economic opportunities. 
Raiding this funding shifts the costs of the transportation 
package to local communities. This will decrease economic 
opportunities and increase fees and rates on services like 
water and utilities, among others.

We are concerned this package leans too heavily 
toward transit, electric ferries, passenger rail, and bicycle 
trails that help people living in the Seattle/Puget Sound 
region and won’t do much for Eastern Washington. 

We fought for other transportation solutions that 
would have better served our district.

You can read more about those proposals here: 
houserepublicans.wa.gov/real-act

Supplemental transportation budget 
gains bipartisan support 

The supplemental transportation budget, 
Senate Bill 5689, is different than the transportation 
package. It provides $11.6 billion for transportation 
projects across the state, such as previously approved 
capital projects and operating programs. It also assures 
we have law enforcement keeping our roadways safe, and 
that WSDOT is repairing and maintaining roads, bridges, 
overpasses, and interchanges. 

Included in this budget is just over $49 million for 
transportation projects in the 14th District, including 
$28 million for corridor improvements on State Route 14 
in both Clark and Skamania counties, and another 
$28 million for the SR 14/Bingen underpass.

The supplemental transportation budget did have 
bipartisan input and therefore, strong bipartisan support, 
including our “yes” votes, when it came time to vote for it.  
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The supplemental capital budget includes
$3.2 million for a new cold-storage warehouse 
for Northwest Harvest in Yakima to help supply 

local food banks.

Get more information, get involved!
Citizen awareness and involvement is vital to our state’s legislative process. We work for you throughout the year, not just 

when the Legislature is in session. Many of the bills you have read about in this newsletter came to us as suggestions from 
citizens like you! We invite and encourage you to contact our offices any time you have questions, comments, or suggestions 
about legislation, or need help navigating state government.

VISIT OUR WEBSITES
Sign up for our email updates, email us, watch videos, listen to radio interviews, learn more about our bills and how 

we are working for you:

RepresentativeGinaMosbrucker.com 
RepresentativeChrisCorry.com
• Learn more about the Legislature: leg.wa.gov
• Call the Legislative Hotline: 1-800-562-6000
• House Republicans: houserepublicans.wa.gov
• Watch floor and committee action on TVW: TVW.org

Capital budget brings your money back home
As a member of the House Capital Budget Committee, Rep. 

Mosbrucker helped to secure, and Rep. Corry supported, more than 
$7.6 million in local projects from the state’s bipartisan supplemental 
capital construction budget:
• Northwest Harvest food bank in Yakima – $3.2 million
• Comprehensive Health Care’s Goldendale facility – $1.03 million
• Martin Luther King Jr. Park Community Pool in Yakima – $1 million
• Klickitat County Animal Shelter in Goldendale – $670,000
• Klickitat Wildlife Area Simcoe Fencing – $450,000
• Rock Creek Bridge replacement – $400,000
• Steep Creek Bridge replacement – $400,000
• Town of Naches Mobile Stage – $250,000
• YR-26 Jones Bridge replacement – $150,000
• Yakima Valley Trolleys Bucket Truck in Yakima – $70,000
• Naches rearing pond – $50,000
• Yakima County Fire District 12 in Yakima – $10,000
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

The pandemic transformed our culture by forcing nearly every sector of our society to go virtual. This is 
particularly true of our state government, which quickly adopted new virtual tools and response methods to 
communicate with constituents when in-person advocacy came to an abrupt standstill.

Despite these difficulties, we’ve remained determined to sponsor and support the effective public policies 
necessary so that all of Washington can weather the economic, health, and social ramifications of COVID, as well as 
other serious issues facing our state.

During the 60-day session, which concluded March 10, we had lengthy battles, victories, and disappointments. 
The entire time, we worked to protect and represent your values, which you can read about in this report.

Now that session is over, please remember that we work for you year-round. Be sure to contact us if you need 
assistance navigating state government, want to schedule a meeting, or would like us to tour a facility or speak to 
your association or organization.  

Thank you for allowing us to serve as your state representatives!

 Rep. Gina Mosbrucker       Rep. Chris Corry

CAPITOL OFFICE: 
431 John L. O’Brien Building
P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
DIRECT LINE: (360) 761-1194 
CAPITOL OFFICE: (360) 786-7856
EMAIL: Gina.Mosbrucker@leg.wa.gov
WEB: RepresentativeGinaMosbrucker.com
LEADERSHIP: Vice Caucus Chair
COMMITTEES:
• Public Safety (Ranking Republican)
• Labor and Workplace Standards 

(Assistant Ranking Republican)
• Capital Budget

Rep. Gina Mosbrucker 



Supplemental operating budget: 
Record spending, no tax relief

Despite the pandemic, Washington state’s economy 
continues to beat expectations. State tax collections 
have been soaring, and so has the state budget. 
Spending has doubled in the last 10 years, fueling the 
growth of state government, and creating pressure to 
raise taxes even further. 

Although the state is doing very well financially, 
many taxpayers are struggling to make ends meet 
and pay their bills. That’s why it was so disappointing 
that despite a $15 billion budget surplus, sadly, 
no meaningful tax relief was approved by the 
Legislature during the 2022 session. Not only does the 
supplemental operating budget not provide real tax 
relief, but it also spends too much, and does nothing to 
strengthen the rainy-day fund. 

This year’s budget is a stunning $6.1 billion increase 
with more than 1,300 items of new spending. State 
spending has now reached $65 billion under the 2022 
supplemental operation budget (Senate Bill 5693).
Budget provisos

Rep. Mosbrucker was able to secure funding in the 
budget for these three programs:

• Sexual assault response in schools: $80,000 is 
provided to the Office of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction to research best practices for 
responding to sexual assault survivors in schools, 
conduct listening sessions across the state, update 
model protocols, develop a training plan for school 
administrators and counselors, and review current 
legal reporting requirements concerning sexual 
assault. 

• Body camera grants: $100,000 is appropriated for 
body camera grant funding to local law enforcement 
agencies. This will help carry out the intent of 
House Bill 1845, a measure Mosbrucker introduced, 
but did not advance, that sought to establish a body-
worn camera grant program. 

• Sexual assault nurse examiner stipends: 
$680,000 is allocated for 2023 to establish a 
stipend program for licensed nurses to receive 
reimbursement of up to $2,500 to cover eligible 
expenses in the training necessary to become a 
certified sexual assault nurse examiner. 

Capital gains income tax thrown out, 
but state attorney general to appeal 

Last year, when Democrats passed a capital gains 
income tax, Republicans said it was unconstitutional. A 
Douglas County Superior Court judge agreed in March. 
That court ruling, however, has not deterred the majority 
party – including State Attorney General Bob Ferguson. 
He plans to appeal the ruling to the state Supreme Court.

Later in 2021, 61% of voters in the general election 
said the legislation that created this new tax should 
be repealed through Advisory Vote No. 37. That’s not 
surprising to us. We supported House Bill 1912, which 
would have repealed the tax, in the 2022 legislative 
session.     

Our state has enough revenue to pay for its priorities 
and does not need this unconstitutional, unpopular, 
and unreliable tax. We will wait and see what the state 
Supreme Court decides to do. 
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No action on emergency powers
Washington state is one of four states that allows 

their governor to decide when a state of emergency 
starts and stops. Other state legislatures have worked to 
improve the balance of power in their state to ensure the 
legislative branch of government retains its constitutional 
role, even in a long-lasting state of emergency. 

That’s why Rep. Corry introduced House Bill 1772. 
The measure sought to reform the state’s emergency 
powers laws. The bill would have limited the governor’s 
state of emergency powers to 60 days, unless extended by 
the Legislature. It would have also limited the governor’s 
executive orders prohibiting certain actions during a 
state of emergency to 30 days, unless extended by the 
Legislature.

Sadly, Corry’s proposal was given a public hearing 
but not allowed to proceed any further. Instead, the 
majority party offered a weaker proposal, Senate Bill 
5909, that failed to address the issue, then killed it in the 
House. Washington has now begun its third year under 
emergency orders, and nothing has changed.

We believe people should have a say in ongoing states 
of emergency. This isn’t about the current emergency 
orders. It is about addressing an imbalance in our 
state’s governance.

Additional details can be found at: 
RepresentativeChrisCorry.com 

Budget surplus should be returned to 
the taxpayers

As the assistant ranking member on the House 
Appropriations Committee, Rep. Corry co-sponsored 
numerous solutions to provide Washingtonians real tax 
relief, including:

• Expanding the Working Families’ Tax Credit.

• Reducing the state sales tax rate by a full percentage 
point to combat skyrocketing inflation, currently 
running at 7.6%, the highest rate in more than 40 years. 

• Lowering the B&O tax for manufacturing and trucking 
by 40% and expanding an existing tax preference for 
food processors, encouraging job growth, supply chain 
resiliencies, and lowering cost for consumers.

• Providing one-time grants to sectors hit hard by the 
pandemic, including hotels and restaurants, so they can 
recover faster and restore more jobs.

Unfortunately, nearly all tax relief efforts were 
rebuffed by the majority party.

To learn more about the solutions offered and 
supported by Reps. Corry and Mosbrucker, go to: 
houserepublicans.wa.gov/safe-wa-budget

Long-term care insurance program 
and payroll tax delayed

To fund a public insurance program for long-term 
care, a new payroll tax was set to begin last January. 
In 2019, House Bill 1087 created the Long-Term Care 
Services and Supports Program to provide individuals 
who have paid into the program for a specified period 
with a limited lifetime benefit (up to $36,500) to assist 
with future long-term care costs.

However, the program had too many problems to 
ignore – limited benefits, restrictions, and insolvency. 
Instead of repealing the unpopular, unworkable long-term 
care insurance program and its regressive payroll tax, the 
majority party put it off by delaying its implementation 
by 18 months. Alternative bills were introduced and 
co-sponsored by Rep. Corry. House Bill 1594 would have 
repealed the program in its entirety. House Bill 1913 
would have repealed and replaced the program with a 
more affordable and solvent alternative. Neither of these 
bills were allowed to advance.

Read more here: houserepublicans.wa.gov/repeal-ltc
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This bill would have ensured the state continually 
addresses plans to help avoid energy blackouts, 
brownouts, or other inadequacies of the electric grid. 
Although the bill passed the Legislature unanimously, 
the governor vetoed it. Rep. Mosbrucker has scheduled a 
meeting with the governor’s office in May to discuss 
the veto.

Additional details can be found at: 
RepresentativeGinaMosbrucker.com.

Fixing police reform bills from last 
year 

As the ranking Republican on the House Public 
Safety Committee, Rep. Mosbrucker was largely 
responsible for negotiating with the majority party 
to convince them of the need to fix some of the police 
reform bills from last year. Our negotiations were 
largely successful right up until the final hours of 
the session on nearly all of the fixes. This year, the 
Legislature passed — with the help of Republican votes 
— the following bills:

• House Bill 2037 – Clarifying the definitions of when 
an officer can use physical force. 

• House Bill 1719 – Reversing the ban on less lethal 
and certain calibers of ammunition. 

• House Bill 1735 – Allowing an officer to intervene 
and use force if needed for the safety of the person and 
those around them when the person is experiencing a 
mental health crisis.

• House Bill 1815 – Creating a workgroup to study 
catalytic converter thefts. 

We were disappointed majority Democrats 
reneged on a final agreement that would have allowed 
officers to engage in vehicular pursuits when there 
is reasonable suspicion a person in the vehicle has 
committed a crime. Providing this essential tool will be 
one of our priorities next year.

The third of Rep. Mosbrucker’s 
missing and murdered Indigenous 
persons bills was signed into law 
this year. Since 2018, Mosbrucker 
has been working with Colville 
Confederated Tribal member Earth-
Feather Sovereign to shine a spotlight 
on the issue and provide investigative 
and supportive resources.

VETOED!

Rep. Mosbrucker scores victories 
Five of Rep. Mosbrucker’s bills passed the Legislature. 

Four of them were signed into law. One was vetoed.

• House Bill 1357 (Overseas voters) - Requires county 
auditors to mail statewide and local voters’ pamphlets 
to registered Washington voters overseas, including 
military voters. According to the Office of the Secretary 
of State, the measure is not an unfunded mandate. 

• House Bill 1497 (Telephone solicitors) -  Prevents 
telephone solicitors from making calls before 8 a.m. 
or after 8 p.m., no selling of the called party’s name 
and information, removal of the called party from the 
solicitor’s list upon request, and no further calls within 
at least one year after that request has been made. 

• House Bill 1571 (Missing, murdered Indigenous 
persons and survivors of human trafficking) - Also 
known as the “Bring them home bill,” this measure 
allows tribal members to pray over a deceased 
Indigenous person without compromising the scene 
before an autopsy is conducted. It also creates a 
receiving center to provide help for trafficked victims. 

• House Bill 1622 (Sexual assault nurse examiners) – 
SANE nurses play a critical role in the detailed forensic 
investigations necessary to prosecute sex crimes. This 
bill will increase the availability of these nurses in rural 
and underserved areas by requiring the Washington 
State University College of Nursing to establish a SANE 
online and clinical training program and a regional 
SANE leader pilot program. 

• House Bill 1623 (Electric adequacy) - Would have 
directed the Department of Commerce and the Utilities 
and Transportation Commission to hold yearly resource 
adequacy meetings through 2029 with utilities, regional 
planning organizations, and other stakeholders to 
discuss the current, short-term, and long-term adequacy 
of energy resources. 


